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Beta Nu News
Beta Nu initiates SDIJ guest 
artist, Kurt Rosenwinkel
by Gerardo Gomez, secretary

     In early 2017, the Beta Nu chapter had the pleasure 
of initiating guitarist Kurt Rosenwinkel into Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia. His temporary residence at UNI was 
extremely educational not only from a music 
standpoint, but from a humanitarian standpoint as 
well. His stay not only showcased his talents as a 
musician but also his belief that music is a source for 
peace in this increasingly chaotic world. 
     I was fortunate enough to get some one-on-one 
time with Rosenwinkel after the Jazz Band One 
rehearsal the night before Tallcorn Jazz Festival began 
because I was assigned to be his driver/chauffer/Uber 
guy. In our conversation pre-initiation, he asked me 
about Tallcorn and what it was. After my quick 
explanation, his spirits visibly rose, and you could tell 
from body language alone that he was excited to be a 
part of the festival. He then asked about Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia and who we were. Aside from 
explaining that we are currently a male-only music 
fraternity, I simply told him that all would be 
explained in the Ritual. I remember him being slightly 
uneasy, and actually kind of nervous going into the 
Ritual. 

Pictured left: The UNI Jazz Band One trumpet section (and Chris 
Merz in the back) with Rosenwinkel.

Beta Nu Alumni Tailgate Details

• When: October 7th (Homecoming 
weekend)

• Where: UNI-Dome parking lot

• Who: You, and us! Your friends and family 
are welcome as well

• What to bring: Yourselves, and your own 
beverage. We will be providing all food, 
condiments, and utensils at no cost to you!

• Why: Reconnect with old friends, meet 
current members of the chapter, and enjoy 
free food in the midst of the homecoming 
celebrations!

• Please RSVP by emailing 
pmabetanu@gmail.com or lichtyp@uni.edu, 
or by replying to the Facebook event invite.
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    After the initiation had taken place, he could not stop 
asking me questions about the fraternity. He was simply 
ecstatic and he could not stop thanking me for “This 
great honor” that we (Beta Nu) had, in his eyes, given to 
him. We arrived at the hotel and he pointed out to me 
that on his Certificate of Membership it said “Kurtis 
Rosenwinkel” and not “Kurt Rosenwinkel.” I was 
honestly a little stunned because I thought we had 
committed a grave error on his certificate! Yet suddenly 
he started smiling and you could see the tears in his eyes 
start to come as he relentlessly thanked me for his real 
and full name being on the certificate. Here is where I 
saw the human aspect of him. Someone who I admired 
as a musician and had been studying in preparation for 
the concerts was now in front of me tearing up not 
because his name was on a piece of paper, but because of 
how warm he felt from the treatment he received from 
Beta Nu and UNI. Rosenwinkel performing with UNI Jazz Band One.

      We got out of my car and went into the lobby of 
the hotel and here we said our goodbyes. Even in 
our last interaction of the night, Kurt was full of 
appreciation for the chapter and the honor that he 
now considered being a Sinfonian was. This newly 
found passion within him through Sinfonia echoed 
through his instrument and his musical voice 
before, during, and after the SDIJ concerts.

I’ll personally never forget these interactions with 
Kurtis Rosenwinkel, and I know he has nothing but 
praise not only for the Tallcorn Jazz Festival, but for 
Phi Mu Alpha, Beta Nu, and the School of Music at 
UNI.

In Phi,
Gerardo Gomez

Beta Nu brothers march in “The Cavaliers”
by Rishi Kolusu, alumnus (pictured next page), and Sam Nau, active member (pictured below)

     I walked into Rosemont Elementary School on a cold Friday 
evening in December. I saw a guy I marched with in 2014 who 
was now our head drum major. We made eye contact and his face 
lit up and we immediately started catching up on what the past 
three years had had in store for us. This was the moment that I 
knew I was home again. This camp was truly the beginning of an 
incredible summer. From that point on, I met up with staff, other 
2014 vets and the guys who had come to the corps in my absence. 
There was an energy about the drum corps that got me really 
excited; I never felt anything like this in 2014.
     This season was full of adversity and strife, but I was always 
amazed at how we rose up to every challenge. We threw ninety 
charts of drill on the field the first week. We made ourselves 
stronger so we could march this amazing show. We went through 
rain delays and didn't lose momentum from the time in between 
warm up and our actual performance. Our guard won the San 
Antonio regional. We performed in the infamous "Swamp Tour" 
of Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, and Tennessee and came out 
of that a significantly stronger drum corps. By the end, we truly 
owned what it meant to be the men from Mars and Cavaliers. 
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     I was also incredibly moved by the love exuded 
from the entire organization. The guys I marched 
with will be with me for years to come. We rejoiced 
in our successes and held each other up during the 
tough times. The staff, administration, bus drivers 
and volunteers worked just as hard to make this 
show possible. My age-out summer with the Green 
Machine was one I will never forget. I feel so 
blessed to have had one more summer with the 
drum corps that I love so much. SPLOOIE!

Rishi Kolusu
OAS AAS LLS

“First Year with the Cavaliers”
     This past summer, I participated in The 
Cavaliers Drum & Bugle Corps, an all male corps 
from Rosemont, Illinois. I decided that I wanted to 
be a part of this remarkable ensemble first when I 
was thirteen years old after I saw The Cavaliers 
perform for the first time. They were performing 
their 2010 production entitled “Mad World”, which 
to this date is my favorite drum corps show of all 
time. After seeing that show, I knew I had to be a 
Cavalier, it was just a matter of when. 
     Starting early this past fall, I began preparing for 
my audition as soon as I got the materials. After 
hours and hours of preparation, I received a 
contract to be a marching member of The Cavaliers 
for the summer of 2017, which has truly the greatest 
honor I have received to date. I moved in for the 
summer on May 19th, still extremely nervous of 
what this summer had to offer. The first month of 
the summer was dedicated to learning our show, 
perfecting our technique, and getting to know the 
men around us. It was at this point that I made 
many of my good friends that I will hold dear for 
many years. It was also at this point that my limits 
would be tested. These were the longest and the 
hardest days of the summer, and I have many 
calluses and tan lines to show for it. 
     Come the end of June, we started to hit the road 
start showing the world what the “men from mars” 
are made of. I loved traveling and seeing the many 
different venues in America, though the work didn’t 
end. It was a vicious cycle of waking up, rehearsing, 
packing, traveling, performing, packing, sleeping, 

and repeat. It was the crowd reactions and the 
friendships that made it wall worth it. We fought 
hard all the way until August 12th, when we would 
make our final impression. Our last performance 
was so electric and exciting; I could not be happier 
with the result. The placements and the medals 
where all a blur when it came time to say goodbye 
to my brothers. I am constantly looking forward to 
the moment I can see all of them again, and pick up 
where we left off, making The Cavaliers great.

Sam Nau
OAS AAS LLS

Pictured above: Several friends and brothers with Sam and Rishi after 
a performance in DeKalb, Illinois.
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Ronald Johnson retires after 35 years of teaching
by Nathaniel Welshons, alumnus

Dr. Ronald Johnson (Zeta 
Sigma, ’63) has been at UNI as a 
music professor and conductor of 
the Wind Symphony since 1982, 
and on April 24th he conducted his 
final concert. He has chosen to 
retire and has set his sights on 
Northern Italy, planning to move 
within the next couple years to 
enjoy the beautiful countryside, 
the freedom of a well developed 
public rail system, and the vino. In 
light of his retirement, there was a 
Wind Symphony reunion to 
celebrate Dr. Johnson’s 35 years of 
work and allow alumni from the 
Wind Symphony to come together, 
meet, and reflect on their time at 
UNI. The event took place during 
the weekend before his final 
concert, and included a reception 
and a combined Wind Symphony 
rehearsal that included past and 
present members.

The reception was a really neat 
event because of the range of 

people present. It included recent 
members who I had just seen 
graduate a year or two ago as well 
as alumni members currently in 
their 40’s and 50’s. There were 
professors, band directors, 
engineers, IT workers, professional 
musicians, teachers, and many 
more. Across the entire scope of 
occupations, however, we all had 
this common link to our alma 
mater, and the baton of Dr. 
Johnson.

My favorite part of the reunion 
was the rehearsal. Getting to make 
music with other current and 
alumni members, being able to sit 
down and feel connected, to have 
this instant bond and shared 
experience with all of these other 
players, most of whom I’d never 
met before, was incredible. We 
sight-read and rehearsed some 
music, and it was amazing how 
quickly and easily we were able to 
play together. After only 20 or 30 

minutes it felt like an ensemble 
that could have been playing 
together for a semester. During a 
break, everyone shared a little bit 
about themselves, where they live, 
what they do, and any great Wind 
Symphony memories they had. 
Common were stories of great 
moments from trips and just 
general shenanigans. We finished 
up rehearsal with a bit more music, 
capping it off with Eric Whitacre's 
“Seal Lullaby”, a nice ending to a 
rewarding and enjoyable rehearsal.

Finally, on the last day of the 
reunion, there was the concert. 
The program included three 
premieres from composers with 
connections to the Wind 
Symphony: Jillian Whitaker, 
Daniel Bukvich, and Rolf Rudin, in 
addition to a work by Timo 
Forsström. The pieces were large 
in scope, with two of them scored 
for male chorus in addition to the 
entire Wind Symphony. 

Pictured below: The Northern Iowa Wind Symphony with the Varsity Men’s Glee Club at Dr. Johnson’s final concert.
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     There was a tremendous amount of energy 
coming from both the audience and the 
musicians as the concert started, and it was 
clear that this was going to be a meaningful and 
memorable experience for all involved. It was a 
true show of the expressive power of music, 
and a great note to leave on for Dr. Johnson.
     Throughout my time at UNI, I have always 
looked forward to playing in the Wind 
Symphony and getting to work with Dr. 
Johnson. Regardless of the stresses of everyday 
life, or any troubles I might have been having, 
as soon as I sat down for rehearsal I was able to 
let go of that, and focus on the present and the 
music making. It was healthy for the soul. 
Many of my most memorable and influential 
experiences have come, both direct and 
indirectly, from being in this ensemble. A large 
part of that is due to the way Dr. Johnson runs 
rehearsals, always focusing on the music itself, 
making the intentions of the composer and

Chapter president Samuel Ogilvie awarding Dr. Johnson the “Orpheus 
Award” at the American Composers Concert

expression paramount. He also develops a culture of camaraderie and security, everyone feels like they have a 
place in the group, that their voice matters, and that they can trust in their peers. I know that Dr. Johnson 
has made a lasting impression on me and countless other students and peers. He will be deeply missed as he 
moves on to the next chapter of his life.

Nathaniel Welshons
OAS AAS LLS

Pictured right: 
Dr. Johnson with several 

alumni at the Wind 
Symphony reunion
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UNI Jazz Band One travels to Cuba
by Colton Whetstone, active member

     On March 9th, 2017, the University of Northern 
Iowa’s Jazz Band One and jazz faculty departed on a ten 
day tour of Havana, Cuba. The band included eight 
members of Beta Nu as well as our faculty advisor, 
Christopher Merz. It’s not common to hear of 
Americans traveling to Cuba due to the embargo that 
lasted over 50 years. However, Jazz Band One was able 
to travel to Havana to tour its beauty, share American 
music, connect with the people, and get to experience 
Cuban music in its most raw form.
     After spending several hours traveling, the band all 
made it to Havana safely, and almost without a baritone 
saxophone (phew!). The first evening spent in Havana 
included a warm welcome dinner from their tour guide, 
Andy Valdez, and Juan Carlos, the best bus driver in the 
Caribbean. Our first full day we spent touring old 
Havana which included exploring the historical squares, 
religious landmarks, and the Revolution Square.
     The following day was the first that JBO had the 
privilege to perform. After spending the morning at the 
National Museum of Fine Arts, the band rehearsed at 
the Avenida Theater along with an all female Jazz Band 
from Cuba’s National School of Music. Our concerts 
included charts composed by UNI faculty and alumni, 
including Merz, Dr. Alex Pershounin, Dr. Robert 
Washut, Michael Conrad, and Paul Lichty. The evening 
concluded with a dinner where the two bands we able to 
mingle and learn how to make napkin roses thanks to 
our saxophonist, Lexi Forstrum.
     On the third day, JBO had the opportunity to have a 
clinic with Cuban drummer Oliver Valdes with his 
combo. During the clinic, the band was able to listen to 
Oliver’s group play as well to interact with them. We 
finished with a jam session and a nice dinner out on La 

Lucecita’s patio. That afternoon, the band traveled to 
the School of Music Amadeo Roldan to listen to their 
top jazz band. The rest of the day included the band 
setting up and doing sound checks for their first 
performance at the Fabrica de Arte, one of Havana’s 
hottest social clubs and modern art museums.
     The next day started off with a tour of the Partagas 
Cigar Factory, followed by a tour of Havana University. 
Afterwards, the band was free to explore Havana for the 
remainder of the day. A lot of members of the band 
decided to catch up on sleep, go walk for several miles, 
go to the hotel bar, or commute over to the Corner Café 
to listen to Oliver Valdes’ quartet perform.
     During the last full day in Havana, Jazz Band One 
participated in a couple more workshops with Peruchin 
and his band as well as with the School of Music’s jazz 
band one more time. The rest of the evening was spent 
with more exploration of Havana, as well as witnessing 
the tradition of the firing of the cannon that evening. 
For the last few days the band received some well 
deserved relaxation time at a resort in Varadero, and a 
farewell dinner before flying back home.
     Everyone in JBO can say that this entire trip was 
truly amazing. The band brought along their UNI charm 
everywhere we went and it was well received by the 
people of Havana. My favorite part about this trip was 
being able to visit a country with a culture that is rich in 
music. Their people thrive off of their music, and it was 
eye opening to see how talented some of their musicians 
were. As a result, this trip further deepened our 
understanding of music’s importance in this world.

Colton Whetstone,
OAS AAS LLS

Pictured left: 
UNI Jazz Band One 
(dir. Christopher Merz, 
pictured far right) 
performs at the 
Fabrica de Arte in 
Havana, Cuba.
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News Briefings
compiled by Paul Lichty, alumni relations officer
     The following stories are brief updates from some of 
our alumni members!

     There are a number of Sinfonian music educators 
across the country, and six alumni members of Beta Nu 
will be joining the field this upcoming school year.
• Sam Bergan (spring, ’14) is the new choir director at 

the Bosco Catholic School System in Gilbertville, Iowa.
• Sam Bills (fall, ’12) is the new Associate Director of 

Bands at Mason City High School in Mason City, Iowa.
• Michael Gookin (spring, ’13) is the new 6-12 choral 

director at West Central Valley School District in Stuart, 
Iowa.

• Morgan Kramer (spring, ’12) is the new Head Choral 
Director at Manor High School in Manor, Texas.

• Ryan Middleton (fall, ’11) is the new high school band 
director at Okoboji High School in Okoboji, Iowa.

• Lucas Peterson (spring, ’16) is the new high school 
band director at Winterset High School in Winterset, 
Iowa.

Congratulations to these six brothers! Your students are 
very fortunate to have them as their teacher!

     Five recent Beta Nu graduates will be pursuing graduate 
degrees in music this coming year.
• Matt Dutton (spring, ’13) and Benjamin Feuerhelm 
(fall, ’14) will be attending Oakland University in 
Rochester, Michigan, working towards degrees in music 
performance.

• Brian Martin (spring, ’10) will be attending the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst to study jazz 
composition.

• Brent Mead (spring, ’13) will be attending the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City to study trombone 
performance with UNI alum, JoDee Davis.

• Dan Meier (spring, ’12) will be attending Florida 
Atlantic University to study trumpet performance in 
Boca Raton, Florida.

Best of luck in your pursuit of higher education!

     Jordan Leckband (spring, ’10) has been installed as 
the new Deputy Province Governor of Province 26! The 
brothers of Beta Nu are very happy to see Jordan’s 
continued dedication to Phi Mu Alpha as an alumni 
member.

Ryan Middleton, Okoboji HS’s new band director

Brent Mead, currently attending graduate school 
at UMKC

Jordan Leckband, our newest Deputy Province 
Governor
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     It’s no surprise that several of our alumni brothers have 
been very musically active as well. Some notable examples 
include:
• Michael Conrad (fall, ’06) recently released his second 

album entitled “New Angle.” Mike’s group, the “All 
Angles Orchestra”, is a 15 piece jazz ensemble of mixed 
instrumentation and consists of musicians from the 
University of Northern Colorado where Mike is 
pursuing his doctorate degree in jazz studies. 
Professional trumpet player Alex Sipiagin (known for his 
work with Michael Brecker, Dave Holland, and others) 
is featured on three of the tracks. The album features 
compositions and arrangements of Mike’s as well as 
from others in the ensemble. You can purchase the 
album on iTunes, Outside in Music, or from Mike’s 
website: mconradmusic.com.

• The Commons Collective, a professional Iowan jazz 
quintet that includes Beta Nu alumni Brian Crew (fall, 
’11) and Nolan Schroeder (fall, ’10) recorded an album 
of all original music that is set to be released later this 
year. The group first formed in 2011 while all of the 
members were students at UNI but has been performing 
infrequently since its pianist, Jon Snell, moved to New 
York City to study at the Manhattan School of Music. 
Hailed as "one of the most popular young, professional 
jazz groups in Eastern Iowa” by the Iowa City Gazette, 
you’ll want to keep your eyes out for when this album is 
released!

     Two Sinfonian UNI School of Music faculty members 
retired this past year: Dr. Ronald Johnson (Zeta Sigma, 
’63) and Dr. Alan Schmitz (Iota Phi, ’69). Dr. Johnson 
directed the Northern Iowa Wind Symphony for over 30 
years and taught classes in conducting and music history. 
Dr. Schmitz was a professor of composition and music 
theory as well as the Associate Director of Undergraduate 
Studies. Beta Nu wishes both of these men all the best in 
their well-earned retirements!

     Additionally, Dr. John Vallentine (Iota Psi, 1977) 
accepted the position of Associate Provost for Faculty, 
therefore stepping down as the director of the UNI 
School of Music. Dr. Jeffrey Funderburk has been 
appointed the interim director as the school conducts a 
search in the fall. Vallentine was head of the school of 
music for 17 years and his tenure brought many positive 
changes to the school and we all wish him the best in his 
new position. 

Michael Conrad directing the All Angles Orchestra

The Commons Collective (from L to R): Christopher Jensen, 
Joel Conrad, Jon Snell, Brian Crew, and Nolan Schroeder
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The President’s Message
by Samuel Ogilvie, president
     “I’m an alumnus, now what?”  This is a question that I 
will soon be asking myself.  As a senior in college, I am 
now preparing for life in the wild world beyond UNI’s 
campus.  In my preparations, I have often wondered 
what path I will take as an alumnus of Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia – Beta Nu.  These are the conclusions that I 
have come to regarding not only the paths I could take 
after my time as an active member, but the paths all of us 
may want to consider as alumni of this wonderful 
organization.
     One of the options for our alumni is to remain 
involved with Beta Nu activities.  As an active member, I 
love having alum at our initiation, Color Nights, or 
various other chapter functions.  When we have visiting 
alum at our activities, it is a reminder that being a manly 
musician and musicianly man is not something that we 
simply strive for during our time at college. Rather, it is a

Samuel Ogilvie, 
chapter president

lifelong aspiration.  During Fall of 2016, we had an incredibly successful 85th Anniversary Reunion.  Events 
such as that, or our upcoming Alumni Homecoming Tailgate, are perfect examples of ways that alumni can 
stay actively engaged with Beta Nu.  For all of us active members, it is fascinating to learn about old 
traditions and how the chapter has changed over the years.  In short, please don’t be a stranger!
     Another option for alumni to remain active in Sinfonia is to join an Alumni Association.  Alumni 
Associations are comprised of Sinfonians who were initiated at a wide variety of chapters and are for alumni 
of all ages.  The nearest Alumni Association to Cedar Falls is in Des Moines, but they can be started in any 
region where there is enough interest!  The best part about the Alumni Associations is that there is no 
specific template – an association will reflect the interests and inclinations of its members.  This allows 
alumni to get the experience they desire out of their golden years in Sinfonia!
     A third way that alumni can remain active in Sinfonia is through being an advisor/mentor to the chapter 
or holding a national office.  If you have a passion for helping define the national fraternity’s path into the 
future, this would be something worth considering!  Our current National President, Mark Lichtenberg, is a 
former band director, and his predecessor, John Mongiovi, is a professional hypnotist. This proves that 
regardless of where your career has taken you, if you have the passion, you can serve as an alumnus in this 
capacity.
     The final way that we all can live out our lives as alumni Sinfonians is through living out the ideals of our 
Fraternity.  This may take a different shape or role for each one of us.  Whether you are supporting 
brotherhood, advancing music, or showing your love to your Alma Mater, you will be living out the mission 
of our Fraternity.  Each one of us has different time and talents at our disposal, so only we can know how we 
will best serve the greater good that Sinfonia stands for!
     As a senior in college, I can tell you with 100% certainty that I have no idea where life will take me.  
Regardless, I hope to continue my involvement with Sinfonia.  Maybe I will be involved in an Alumni 
Association or will start one with some fellow brothers.  Perhaps I will regularly attend events hosted by a 
local chapter.  If I am feeling ambitious, maybe I will start a new project that will keep me engaged with the 
Fraternity.  I challenge all of you to think about what role Sinfonia will take in your life.  Who knows, 
perhaps our paths will cross as we each pursue our own Sinfonian journey!  OAS AAS LLS!
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ACPR Report
by Clayton Ryan, assistant Collegiate Province Representative

     Hello Brothers! 2016 has yielded many surprises and new experiences. I’m not only talking about political 
shenanigans or the evolution of memes. Surely, I found myself caught up in that excitement. However, I am 
referring to experiences of the Brotherly nature. 
     After being elected to be the right-hand man of the eloquent Luke Sanders (our Collegiate Province 
Representative), I was able to witness a first-hand transformation of Province 26 (the best Province, of course). We 
had determined that what we lacked in communication we could make up for in shenanigans of our own kind. 
Following the discussions at Province Workshop, an annual event for Brothers to come together from every 
chapter (including the recently reactivated Alpha Delta at Iowa State University), we decided we could use our 
resources to facilitate interaction among the Province. Through a reimagined Facebook page, intense 
communication, and some new events, we set out to connect our heartland Province.
     Our area yields some rather convenient pairings of chapters. Why not have the closely-located Iowa State and 
Drake University do some joint rituals or color nights? The University of Northern Iowa and Coe College (newly 
coined the “Beta Alliance”) often share the same musical events and has both the CPR and ACPR in their area. 
And the University of Iowa has the luxury of being closest to the location of our next Workshop at Augustana. 
Surely they could communicate! At the CPR Convocation this last December at Lyrecrest, I learned that many 
provinces have chapters as far as 10 hours from one another. We have been given the gift of geographical simplicity 
and straight highways. This realization has led to well-attended ceremonies, frequent step-sings, and the traveling 
set of the Greek letters of Phi, Mu, and Alpha. “M” just so happens to be staring at me from the corner of my 
living room as I’m typing this.
     The Facebook page for Province 26 had long sat untouched, save an occasional request from Cal (our Province 
Governor) or a Brother looking to crash a couch for a night. Luke and I decided to vamp up usage to become a 
social poster board for province dates, Brothers’ own life events, and to share musical interests. Through prompts, 
such as a weekly photo challenge, we transformed a sterile, dry page into a platform of music, memes, discussion, 
and occasional fantasy league banter (shots fired!). I believe we have crafted an attitude that the Brotherhood 
depends on people being comfortable with all tones of conversation, from funny to informative to creative. 
     It delights me to see gentlemen from all over the Province putting together events and being present at other 
chapters’ functions. At every ritual I’ve attended this year, Brothers from every chapter have been present. This 
not only has made our Object more visible to the public, but has created friendships that stretch across the 

Province. Luke and I both play in bands in various places 
around Iowa, and we have met and caught up with 
Brothers at our shows in Des Moines, Iowa City, and 
Cedar Rapids. I know that in my own travels, I have a 
Brother in every city with a chapter that I can send a 
message to when passing through. 
     That’s what I envisioned when we set off on a mission 
to make Province 26 talk; simple moments with Brothers 
at every turn.  And this is not a challenging task my 
friends. I remember Ed Klint’s words from a workshop on 
ACPRs at convocation. “The role you all have [as ACPRs] 
is not complex, and really has no description. But every 
position in this Fraternity comes down to one job; being a 
good Brother. If you can do that, then the rest of your job 
is easy.”   Go out and sing some music, elevate some spirits, 
and meet some people my Brothers. And stop by next time 
you’re in Cedar Falls. OAS AAS LLS!!!

Brothers from all over the province after one of Clayton 
Ryan’s (far right, back row) gigs in Iowa City
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Beta Nu puts on two Mills Music Missions 
and the American Composers Concert
by Alan Beving, music director
     It is not a shocking statement to say that we Sinfonians hold music at a special place in our hearts. It’s also 
not shocking to say that much of our appreciation for music comes from sharing it with others. Even though 
these are not earth-shattering statements, they still hold true and exhibit the reasons for why Beta Nu 
continues to perform Mills Music Missions (MMM) and our annual American Composers Concert (ACC).
     In this last semester, Beta Nu took part in two MMMs. Our first MMM followed tradition and coincided 
with Red Night, the first “color night” in our probationary process. That night we had 33 active brothers in 
attendance along with our 5 probationary members. Our destination for Red Night was Mallard Point in 
Cedar Falls. There we sang for over 80 residents there and gifted each resident a carnation before we left. 
     The second MMM was organized by Beta Nu’s Social Chair, Isaac Smith. While most other brothers went 
home for Easter weekend, Isaac led seven other brothers to NewAldaya Lifescapes in Cedar Falls. From there 
they broke off into two quartets and went room to room delivering songs to the individual residents of 
NewAldaya. 
    When doing these MMMs, it is easy to let them fall to the back of your mind after a day or two. However, 
for some of the residents we sing to, it can mean much more. A couple weeks after our Red Night MMM, we 
received a letter from one of the residents of Mallard Point. The women who sent the letter was married to a 
brother of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. She wrote in her letter that our visit had reminded her of all the songs and
good times she had spent with her 
husband. She also went on to say that 
she was able to sing along with most of 
the songs we had performed that night. 
For me and many others, this letter was 
a great encouragement to the fact that 
what we do during our MMMs matter. 
     In addition to our MMMs this 
semester, Beta Nu also held its annual 
American Composers Concert on the 
Wednesday of finals week in front of 
the Russell Hall Mosaic. After the 
stress of studying for finals and 
practicing for juries, the ACC was 
welcomed as a time to relax, listen to 
music, and have fun with classmates 
before saying goodbye for the summer. 
This ACC featured performances from 
the Sam Stranz Little Big Band, the 
Singpins, Tet, and many others. 
During ACC we took a break from the 
music to present Dr. Ronald Johnson 
(Zeta Sigma, ’63) the Orpheus Award 
for his dedicated service to the UNI 
School of Music. The Orpheus Award 
is the highest honor an individual 
Sinfonia chapter can award and can be 
given to any individual, Sinfonian or 

Zach Schroeder, Beta Nu’s FEO, visits his grandmother during a Mills Music Mission 
at Mallard Point
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non-Sinfonian, who has lastingly 
contributed to the cause of advancing 
music in America. In addition to the 
music, we also paused the action for 
our first ever donut eating 
competition, where our president, 
Samuel Ogilvie, proved that he is the 
biggest donut lover in the School of 
Music. 
     This last semester was great for the 
music in Beta Nu, and we look 
forward to what this next semester 
will bring.

Alan Beving
Music Director, Beta Nu

The Sam Stranz Little Big Band performs at the American Composers Concert

Beta Nu’s social events are on the rise
by Isaac Smith, social chair

     When I was first nominated for the social 
chair position back in December of 2016, I 
was surprised, and slightly terrified, as I was 
new to the chapter and unsure of another 
added responsibility.  However, after a little 
more consideration, I decided to accept the 
nomination and was honored to be elected for 
Spring and Fall of 2017.  I made a goal of 
bringing brothers closer together through 
social events on campus and in the 
community. Having described my goal for the 
position, I would like to highlight some of the 
social events from the last several months.  Some brothers hiking during the camping trip to Backbone State Park

     We started off with a bowling night at Cadillac 
Lanes in Waterloo early in the semester.  Going 
to a sketchy bowling alley (complete with a 
disgusting bathroom and all) proved to be an 
adventure, and the small group that went all had 
a good time.  !
     Next up was the Super Smash Bros 
tournament.  A popular game for many brothers, 
all were eager to prove their Smash abilities to 
see who indeed is the best Smasher in Sinfonia.  
In the end, Peach (aka Augustus Geiger) emerged 
victorious, and if anyone were to beat him in the 
future it would be an impressive feat.  I’m sure 

there will be many chances, as I see this event as 
likely to continue in the coming semesters. 
     Another popular event this Spring was the 
Super Bowl Party and chili cook-off.  Initially, we 
wanted to host it at the Gallagher Bluedorn, but 
because we were serving food, everybody’s 
favorite Department of Residence shut us down 
and forced us to take it off campus. Thankfully, 
chapter president Sam Ogilvie offered his 
apartment for us. We invited anyone who wanted 
to come eat chili and watch football, and in the 
end, it was a huge success.  I see this, too, as 
something that is likely to continue every 
February.  
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     The final event I would like to talk 
about was not initiated by me, but by our 
vice-president, Jason Andriano.  In June, 
a few brothers ventured from their 
summer homes across the state to 
Backbone State Park in northeast Iowa 
for a two-day campout.  Though it was a 
little hot and buggy, the fishing, hiking, 
and food (which was enough to feed a 
small army) kept the small group of 
brothers in high spirits. We were happy 
to get together and catch up for a couple 
of days.  
     It has been a fun semester, but in the 
future I will change a couple of things to 
try to bring brothers together even more.  
This coming semester I will experiment 
with a couple of new ideas, and work to 
promote more low key events such as 
taking a couple of brothers to the WRC 
or just hanging out whenever and 
wherever.  I am always open to new ideas 
from anyone and look to try to connect 
even more with brothers, alumni, and 
other students at UNI.  

In Phi,
Isaac SmithBrothers posing after bowling night!

CONTACT US
Fortunately, there are a number of ways you can contact the chapter and keep yourself updated 

with what the Beta Nu Chapter is doing by following us on social media. Here is a list of 
resources in which you can communicate with us:

Chapter website: 
http://uni.sinfonia.org/

Email: 
pmabetanu@gmail.com

Facebook Page: 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia - Beta Nu 

Chapter

Twitter:
@SinfoniaBetaNu
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Graduating Brothers
    At the final meeting of the spring semester, the Beta Nu 
chapter said farewell to these eight graduating brothers as 
they began their journeys as alumni Sinfonians:
 
    Ryan Black: Initiated spring 2014. Ryan was an 
elementary education major from Guthrie Center, IA, and 
will be student teaching at Kittrel Elementary and Bunger 
Middle schools in Waterloo, IA, starting in the fall.
     Josh Carlo: Initiated fall 2013. Josh was an instrumental 
education major from Cedar Falls, IA. He is a past 
chapter treasurer and alumni relations officer. He will be 
student teaching at Waterloo West High School and 
Orange Elementary in the fall.
     Ben Feuerhelm: Initiated fall 2014. Ben was a trumpet 
performance major from Cedar Rapids, IA, and will begin 
his graduate studies at Oakland University in Rochester, 
MI, in the fall.
     Austin Jacobs: Initiated fall 2012. Austin was an 
instrumental music education major from Marshalltown, 
IA, and will be student teaching in the Des Moines area 
this fall.
     Kyle Kennedy: Initiated fall 2013. Kyle majored in 
history education and is from Marion, IA. Kyle has served 
as Beta Nu’s secretary and historian. He has one more 
semester of classes before he student teaches in the Cedar 
Rapids area.
    Kyle Marlin: Initiated spring 2013. Kyle is from Keokuk, 
IA, and he majored in Business Administration and 
Management while at UNI. Kyle served has the chapter’s 
president and secretary. Starting in the fall, he will be 
working as a customer care advocate at Integrated DNA 
Technologies in North Liberty, IA.
    Lucas Peterson: Initiated spring 2016. Lucas is from 
Exira, IA, and he recently earned is masters degree in 
instrumental conducting. Lucas will be working as the 
director of bands at Winterset, IA, starting in the fall.
    Nathaniel Welshons: Initiated fall 2013. Nathaniel is 
from Cedar Falls, IA, and he majored in trombone 
performance while at UNI. Nathaniel plans to work as a 
cruise ship musician before eventually attending graduate 
school.

Ryan Black

Ben Feuerhelm

Kyle Kennedy

Lucas Peterson

Josh Carlo

Austin Jacobs

Kyle Marlin

Nathaniel Welshons

The chapter wishes these eight brothers 
the best of luck as they move onto their 

future endeavors!
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Beta Nu Events
9/14: Probationary Member Pinning, 9:00 pm
9/30: Mills Music Mission, 5:00 pm, Mallard Point
9/30: Red Night, 7:00 pm
10/7: Alumni Tailgate, afternoon, UNI-Dome parking lot
10/14: Black Night, 7:00 pm
10/28: Gold Night, 7:00 pm
11/11: Initiation Ritual, evening

Please email pmabetanu@gmail.com for specific times and locations for the color nights 
and initiation.

Recital Schedule
9/8: Ryan Garmoe junior trumpet recital, 6:00 pm, Bengtson Auditorium, Russell Hall
12/4: Biscotti Brass recital, 6:00 pm, Davis Hall, GBPAC

Beta Nu Active Members
• Andrew Abrams
• Dakota Andersen
• Sam Anderson

• Assistant Fraternity 
Education Officer

• Joel Andrews
• Jason Andriano

• Vice-President

• Michael Beaumont 
• Warden, Webmaster

• Nick Behrends 
• Alan Beving

• Music Director

• Jose Calderon
• Seth Chronister 
• Adam Denner

• Trevor Else
• Augustus Geiger
• Gerardo Gomez

• Secretary

• Thomas Gumpper 
• Jackson Ingle

• Treasurer

• Alex Kobberdahl
• Jacob Kraber
• Colin McKinstry 
• Joseph Morris, IV 

• Province Delegate

• Sam Nau
• Samuel Ogilvie

• President

• Jared Perkins

• Joshua Piering 
• Clayton Ryan

• Assistant Collegiate 
Province Representative

• Zachary Schroeder 
• Fraternity Education 

Officer

• Isaac Smith 
• Social Chair

• Jacob Smith
• Historian

• Thomas Sparks
• Michael Stow
• David Thom
• Hunter Thompson
• Colton Whetstone 
• Colton Williams


